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To: Bellenger, Gail[gbellenger@pec.us.com] 

Cc: Cynthia[cstaszak@blm.gov]; Dana Backer[dbacker@blm.gov]; Larry 

Crutchfield[lcrutchf@blm.gov]; Paul Leatherbury[pleather@blm.gov]; to: Brian Bremner[engineer@color- 
country.net]; Tyler Hoskins[Tyler.Hoskins@jviation.com]; Lars Anderson[landerson@pec.us.com] 

From: Betenson, Matthew 

Sent: 2017-10-20T22:07:33-04:00 

Importance: Normal 

Subject: Re: HITRR display boards, comment sheet and FAQs 
Received: 2017-10-20T22:08:08-04:00 

Public Hearing Boards KC MB reduced.pdf 

Reduced images file for the briefing boards...in case the google drive doesn't work for some. 
Paul if they don't look good at size we may need you to split some out and send them separately. 

On Fri, Oct 20, 2017 at 8:04 PM, Betenson, Matthew < mbetenso@blm.gov > wrote: 

Thanks Gail, these are looking really good. I went through and made changes throughout the 
documents they have ” MB”. Please review. The P&N is expected to be final from UTSO on 
Monday. I probably won't be available for any further reviews. 

Thanks! 


Attached are updated all documents...please review. Let us know if you have a problem 
opening the google file. 

https://drive.google.eom/a/doi.gov/file/d/OB oAJ91rEsZpaHhrdlE2Yk9tVzO/view?usp=sharin 

g 


On Fri, Oct 20, 2017 at 2:35 PM, Bellenger, Gail < gbellenger@pec.us.com > wrote: 

Sorry for getting this out so late, but if you could review eveyrthing and get any comments 
to me no later than Monday morning, I would appreciate it. We are still working on the 
rending, so hopefully I can send that out Monday for review as well. 

I was sent some quotes, which I think are great, but I can't figure out where to put them. Any 
ideas? 

Thanks, everyone! Have a great weekend. 

Public Hearing Boards_KC.pdf 


Gail Bellenger, M.A., RPA 

Environmental Manager 

Direct: (801) 858-3334 
Cell: (805) 861-9800 
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The content of this email (including attachments) is the confidential property of Project Engineering Consultants, Ltd. (PEC) and should not be copied, modified,re 
transmitted, or used for any purpose except with PEC’s authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete all copies. 


Matt Betenson 

Associate Monument Manager 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
669 South HWY 89A, Kanab, UT 84741 
435-644-1205 435-644-1250 fax 


Matt Betenson 

Associate Monument Manager 

Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
669 South HWY 89A, Kanab, UT 84741 
435-644-1205 435-644-1250 fax 
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Welcome 


Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante 
National Monument 




HOLE'IN'THE-ROCK 

Road Repair Project 


DOI-2019-07 03272 











FOIA001:01703955 



NATIONAL 

CONSERVATION 

LANDS 


Purpose and Need 



Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante 
National Monument 



Purpose: 

The need of this project is to improve safety, control erosion and down cutting, repair deteriorating 
conditions along the road, facilitate easier automobile travel, enable long term maintenance, resolve 
drainage issues, correct visual intrusions along the road and protect cultural and natural resources 
found along the road. 



•urposepf this project is to bring the road in compliance with the latest safety standards while 


n<Trti||Itir otyheiiH’K^i w mi Id fulfill objd<Hi\fo>rmffined 
Hr^)iiflB(SoWMPmrL.tinn related to maytte nance of 
i art ion (K£V)?native versus non natiVe plants (NATj^and 
nrhides installation and improvement of I'Sqyired drainage, 

ikln ntnkln Sa^xS 


y prism and the repair of a i] 



Water colected at the side of the roadway. 



Stretch of muddv road where visitors have driveo off 
the roadway. 
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Maintenance on the Road 


Department of interior igsjjSk 
Grand Staircase Escalante HpLl 
National Monument 



The proposed project would repair the natural surface road, with gravel placed in 
problem areas. This grading and drainage project, would result in a crown and ditch 
road bed that will help the road shed water and return it to a consistent width. 


Hole-in-the-Rock Road 
is currently graded 
approximately 20 times 
each summer, creating 
visitor safety concerns and 
significant expense to 
Garfield County. 

Regular grading and 
constant constant 
manipulation of the road 
base causes degradation 
of the road through 
unintended widening and 
entrenching. 

Heavy equipment will 
be staged in previously 
disturbed areas. 
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Typical Cross Section 


Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante 
National Monument 


DESIGN STANDARDS:. 

SHOULDERS: 2 FT WIDE, TRAVEL LANES: 1 1 FT WIDE, DESIGN SPEED: 50 MPH 


TYPICAL SECTION#! 



Hole-in-the-Rock 
Road is currently 
designed for 50+ mph 
for most of its' length. 

This project would 
maintain the existing 
alignment, which is 
designed for a 50 
mph speed limit. 

However, a 35 mph 
speed limit would 
continue to be posted 
along the road for 
safety considerations. 
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Project Corridor 


Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante ^ I 
National Monument 



• The proposed project 
will be in Garfield County 
only. 

• A total of 23 culverted 
washes are located along 
Hole-in-the-Rock Road in 
Garfield County. 

• Of the 23 culverted 
washes, 16 will be 
repaired, either with new 
culverts or modifications 
to existing culverts. Alvey 
Wash and Twentymile 
Wash may have design 
improvements for new 
culverts, pipe arch, or 
bridge structures to span 
the wash. 
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Road Design Rendering 


Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante 

National Monument ^ees^ 


(will have two before and after photos inserted here) 
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Environmental Analysis 


Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante 
National Monument 




Devil’s Garden, one of the many 
natural resources along the road. 



Hole-in-the-Rock Trail marker. 


The Hole in the Rock Road closely follows the route of the 
1879 Hole in the Rock trek, an epic journey in which 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints 
(LDS), also known as Mormons, established a more direct 
route across the Colorado River to the southeastern corner of 
Utah in order to settle at Fort Bluff along the San Juan River. 

This journey is noted in the GSENM Proclamation, “The 
monument has a long and dignified human history: it is a 
place where one can see how nature shapes human endeavors 
in the American West... Early Mormon pioneers left many 
historic objects....and built and traversed the renowned Hole 
in the Rock Trail as part of their epic colonization efforts.” 

The project effect on many resources will be analyzed 
including vegetation, wildlife, soil, recreation, wilderness 
character, cultural resources and others. 



The project includes analysis of impacts to the 
ecosystem. This includes soils, wildlife, threatened 
and endangered species, vegetation and water. 





Pink prickly pear flower. 


Indian paintbrush. 


Native American rock art. 


Greater short-horned lizard. 
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10 - 18-2017 


HOLE - IN - THE - ROCK ROAD REPAIR PROJECT; MANAGEMENT ZONES 


Little.. 

:Death 

Hollow 


.Escalante 


MANAGEMENT ZONES 


Front Country Zone 


Frontcountry Zone 
' Project length = 3.3 miles | 


The Frontcountry Zone is the focal point for 
visitation by providing day-use opportunities 
close to adjacent communities and to Highways 12 
and 89. This zone will accommodate the primary 
interpetation, overlooks, trails, and associated 
facilities necessary to feature Monument 
resources. 


The Passage Zone includes secondary travel 
routes which receive use as throughways and 
recreation destinations. 

Rudimentary facilities necessary to protect 
resources, educate visitors about Monument 
resources, or for public safety will be provided. 


passage zone 

y Project length = 13.2 miles | 


Harris Wash 


gy pt 


.Garden 


25 Mile Wash 




"Early Weed’ 


Kilometers 






No warranty is made by the 
BLM as to the accuracy, reliability, 
or completeness of this data. No warrai 
is nade by the BLM for use of the data 
purposes not intended by the BLM. 




Analysis Area (HITR) 


Boundary 
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Little 

Death 

Hollow 


SPECIAL RECREATION 
MANAGEMENT AREAS 


HIGHWAY 121C0RRIDOR SRI 


■ Highway 12 Corridor SRMA I 
** Project length = 3.3 miles 

^ ' I 


Escalante Canyons SRMA 
; Project length = 13.2 miles | 


Harris Wash 


Devils Garden 


Early'Weed 


ESCALANTE CANYONS SRMA 


No warranty is made by the \ ' 

BLM as to the accuracy, reliability, ^ 
or completeness of this data. No warranty 
is nade by the BLM for use of the data for 
purposes not intended by the BLM. 


HIGHWAY 12 CORRIDOR SRMA 
I I GSENM Boundary 


> (USFS) 


OPENfATV 


Special Recreation Management Areas 


HOLE - IN - THE - ROCK ROAD REPAIR PROJECT; SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREAS 

iscalante 


Special Recreation Management Areas (SRMA) | 
are areas where more intensive recreation 
management may be needed because the area 
will be a focal point for visitation or because 
recreational uses within the area need to be 
— closely managed or limited to prevent conflicts 
I with Monument resources. 

ESCALANTE CANYONS SRMA 

| Activities in this SRMA include backpacking, 
canyoneering, non-motorized boating, and 
equestrian use. The overall recreation experience 
will continue to be primitive, uncrowded, and 

Overall, social encounters will remain low 
compared to other southwest canyon hiking 
opportunities. However, a range of 
|social encounters will be available. Potential 
permit systems could address general public, 
commercial, and administrative users. 

HIGHWAY 12 CORRIDOR SRMA 

I Activities in this SRMA include sccenic driving, 
day-use hiking, camping, equestrian use, road 
bicycling, scenic and interpretive viewing. The 
recreation ecperience will focus on learning about 
|geology, history, archaeology, biology, and 
paleontology, in addition to scenic viewing. Short 
interpretive trails and scenic overlooks will be 
[developed to encourage visitors to learn more 
about these Monument resources. Opportunities 
| will accommodate all visitors. Information stations 
located in Boulder, Escalante, and Cannonville 
will disseminate educational materials to further 
information about these resources. 
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HOLE - IN - THE - ROCK ROAD REPAIR PROJECT; WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS 


Phipps - Death Hollow ISA 


WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS 


Wilderness preservation is part of the 
BLM's mandate. 

The purpose of these areas, referred to as 
Wilderness Study Areas (WSA), 
is to protect potential wilderness 
values until further study is completed, 
recommendations on their suitability for 
Wilderness designation are made, 
and legislation takes effect to designate 
them as part of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System or release them 
from further study or protection. 


North Escalante Canyons/The Gulch WSA 


Death Ridge WSA 




10 - 18-2017 
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I I GSENM Boundary 
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How To Get Involved 


Department of interior 
Grand Staircase Escalante j 

National Monument 


Schedule & EA Process 


Comment Process 


Project Purpose and Need 



1) Fill out a comment form at this meeting and submit it to 
the project team. 

2) Submit a comment via email at 
BLM UT GS comments^)blin.gov 

3) Mail comments to Matt Betenson, BLM Grand Staircase- 
Escalante National Monument, 669 S. Highway 89A, 
Kanab, UT 84741. 


Please visit the project website for 
additional information. 

https://go.usa.gov/xRz8R 


Comments should be received by 
November 9th, 2017. 
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